Now is the time for translational ecology "I t was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity." Dickens' description of the paradoxes surrounding the French Revolution seems equally apropos of the polarization that clouds today's debates about environmental change and societal welfare. Never has there been a more appropriate time for ecology and its complementary disciplines to take leadership roles in addressing the urgent environmental threats faced by our planet. It is increasingly recognized that it is neither morally acceptable nor in society's best interest to continue business-as-usual trajectories of climate-altering emissions, species loss, and degradation of ecosystem services. It is equally questionable whether society can afford the luxury of business-as-usual science that disproportionately values the discovery of new knowledge and understanding but lacks sufficient commitment or clear pathways to translate knowledge to practice. Translational ecology provides an appropriate model for this linkage of scientific discovery with practical application.
